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For the past two and a half years, the Dad’s
have been meeting VERY early, sometimes
as early as 6:00 am! “We meet early so we
can make it to other priorities, like ball
games, hockey and chores,” explains team
leader Steve Bollinger. Flexibility is important, with busy adult and family schedules.
They started by gathering in different
homes on Saturday mornings. During the
winter months they met at the Hillaker’s on
Thursday mornings. Currently they enjoy a
light breakfast and fellowship twice a month
at the Ministry Center on Saturday mornings
at 8 am, along with discussing the book
“Battle Cry, for a Generation” by Ron Luce.
The Dad’s activities and discussions are
diverse, and include:
• Praying together for needs and concerns
• Giving thanks for blessings
• Reading and discussing several books,
including Seven Secrets for Effective Fathers,
Wild at Heart and Momentum for Life.
• Touring the Chain of Lakes by boat
(courtesy of Rick Beaudin)

Dad’s LIFE Team
Members
Top (standing, L to R): Jim Osborne, Steve
Bollinger, Jim Gannon, Greg Stafford, Jerry
Dawson and Don Fuller. Kneeling: Doug
McMunn, Alex Saenz de Viteri.
Bottom (L to R): Rob Wagner, Todd Hillaker
• Participating in the Arise Acres
Clean-up Day
• Enjoying Disc (aka Frisbee) golf at
Hudson Mills Metro Park
continued on pg.4

E. J. Sherry: Reﬂections from a Father of Ten
The Sherry family’s struggle with infertility and
the start of their amazing journey to parenthood
began in last month’s issue. Their inspiring story
continues from a father’s perspective.

Father’s
Day
June 18

L to R: Zeke, Chelsea, E.J., Anjalie, Seth and
Elly Sherry

E.J. Sherry would much rather just be a good
dad than talk about being one. A tall, teddy
bear of a man, he is easily recognized at Arise
as the dad who can hold a couple of kids,
while shepherding several more in the right
direction-all with the calmest of demeanors.
This father of ten afﬁrms, “I’m not a worrier. I
take surprises easily.” This trait has served him
well, and his wife Kim, throughout the
continued on pg.6

PA S T O R ’ S PA GE & INSPIRATIONAL NEWS

Pastor’s Column

Pastor Doug
McMunn

Dear Arise,
My last weeks here in Pinckney
will pass quickly, and I do treasure
every chance to be with you in
worship, prayers, fellowship, and
service. The mission of Christ
brought us all together and will
unite us even after the pastoral
transition is completed—“united in
spirit, serving the Lord.”

I have enjoyed tremendous love and
support in this congregation, and I thank you for your
steadfast faith, hope, and love. I thank God for the privilege of being your pastor- some of you for two months and
others for over ten years! What a rewarding way to spend
a lifetime: often rejoicing together, sometimes sorrowing
together, at times struggling together… but ﬁnding
together that God’s grace is sufﬁcient, day after day.
I rejoice over the many ways you have grown- and I
have grown- in this season of life: “Discovering Together
What Faith Can Do!” I felt the forward momentum
of Arise Church this spring, and I was enjoying my
ministry here. And yet, when the cabinet looked for a
pastor to serve at Oxford, MI, and when I received the
call, I could also see that this is a good time for me to
begin a new work. I could also see that Arise will be
faithful and fruitful after this change.

My appointment to Oxford is a great opportunity for
me, and I ask for your prayers. There are over 300
members, and some good things are happening, but
the church is deﬁnitely ready to re-vision their ministry
and seek the renewal of the Holy Spirit. I think it will
be a joy, but it won’t be a vacation! I’m not looking for
a rest—my soul rests in God… I know rest is a healthy
part of life, and I want to obey God’s command to take
time for Sabbath rest- but then, I want to rise up (arise!)
and put my hands to the Lord’s work. I hope you feel
that way, too.
You people of Arise have worked very hard in these
pioneer years, and I am proud of all that we‘ve accomplished together. With God’s help we have made
disciples, prayed for lost and hurting people, literally
saved some lives and homes, and have often fed the
hungry and cared for the weak. I urge you to press on
for the kingdom of God in your own life and in the new
mission of Arise Church: “Growing in God’s Love and
Passing it On!”
Your new pastor will bring refreshing gifts and new
approaches to ministry, and I urge you to unite steadfastly with your pastor and see (Philemon 6) all the
good that you can do together for Christ.
Love always,
Doug McMunn, pastor

Tips for Transitions…
by Barbara Wood, Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair
As we prepare to say farewell to Pastor Doug, Marianne, Matthew, Katie and Marsha McMunn and welcome Pastor
Weatherup and his family to Arise, let’s pause to reﬂect on the transitional opportunities we have as a congregation.
Transitions typically have three parts: farewell, transition and new beginnings. As we move together through these phases,
here are some ideas for things we can do to help assure that the months ahead are positive and rewarding for all of us.
As Individuals, we can…
- Pray for both Pastor Doug and
Pastor Don
- Actively read our email, mail and
newsletter to stay current with
communications
- Offer to help, as plans unfold, with the
many transitional activities
- Accept grief, process it and move
forward.
- Talk to the pastor and SPRC members
about hopes and concerns

- Remember comparisons are unfair; a
new pastor will not always do things
“the way Doug did them.”
- Emphasize the positive, not the
negative. Each word we say and
action we take reverberates… for
better or for worse.
As Life Teams, we can…
- Plan farewell and welcoming activities
that include the Pastor and all family
members
- Provide support through activities and
connections

As a Church, we can…
- Savor the time that’s left by attending
church, and participating
- Celebrate the diversity of gifts and
graces that make up the United
Methodist Church
- Permit the new pastor to be our pastor
- Attend worship the ﬁrst Sunday he/she
is with us (July 2nd)

Every loss is also an opportunity. Together, we can make this transition successful, and continue to build on the accomplishments, energy and activities we’ve got going in this community of loving Christians we call Arise!
PAGE 2
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OUTREACH
Peace with Justice Special Sunday
Offering, June 4th
“Pentecost celebrates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
calling for God’s shalom. Peace with justice witnesses to
God’s demand for a faithful, just, disarmed, and secure
world.”
How are faiths; Christians, Buddhists, Hindus, Jews,
Muslims, and Shikas related? Through peace. Your special
offering on Peace with Justice Sunday helps the children
of God everywhere to live lovingly and peacefully. Half of
the offering supports peace with justice ministries globally
through the General Board of Church and Society, and
half assists annual conference-related work.
“All faiths proclaim a vision of peace where all—
not just some—people are beloved of God.”
Rev. Deanna Stickley-Miner
Help to bring peace and justice to a hurting world.
Please give generously on Peace with Justice Sunday.
Arise Missions Committee

Liberia Relief Kits
Arise Church rose to the challenge! We sent six tubs
full of Health and School Kits to the Detroit Conference
on May 19th. The relief kits will give those in need, not
only basic supplies, but a tangible sense that across the
miles people care.
Special thanks to the Threads of Faith and the Fike’s
Wednesday Night Bible Study, groups. Your support of the
Arise missions has touched many lives, many hearts.
Thank you, Arise Missions Committee

Great job, Wednesday Night-ers!!
Smiles
abound
after the
group
assembled
89 health
kits for the
Liberia Relief
Mission…
3 tubs full!
Pictured are: (front) Faith Hillaker; (2nd row, L to R) Jeffrey
Hillaker, Diane Gould, Betty Korzilius; (3rd row) Gayle Fike,
Nancy Hillaker; (4th row) Todd Hillaker, Bob Whalen, Allen
Hillaker and Lance Korzilius. Ron Fike is missing…apparently in his role as photographer! Thanks, everyone!

Missionary Journey: The International
Service of Kevin and Diane Grifﬁn
Kevin (Arise Director of Music) and Diane Grifﬁn (Howell
UMC Christian Education Director), were featured in the
February issue of Connections. This article provides Kevin’s
reﬂections on a deeper look into the missionary journey that
has now led them to Arise.
Kevin and Diane
ﬁrst met while at
seminary and worked
together at the Detroit
Conference Camping
Program. Previously,
he had served in Costa
Rica and she, in Haiti, on Christian
work teams. They had individually
heard God’s call. After marrying
17 years ago in 1989, in 1996 they
together applied for international assignment through
the Mission Society for United Methodists. The selection
process involved the thoughtful consideration of t hree
parties…the missionaries, the national church and the
mission society. Since Kevin spoke some Spanish and
both had an interest in Latin America, they were invited
to serve in Costa Rica.
In August of 1998 they left for Costa Rica, ﬁrst spending
9-12 months in language school and then moving as
directors into a retreat facility owned and operated by
United Methodists. “It ﬁt well with our camping experience, and was more supervision…lots of interaction
with North American work teams…doing coordination,
retreats, baptisms (in the swimming pool) as well as
facilitating Costa Rican men’s and women’s groups…all
in Spanish.” Basically, they provided complete support
for new work teams, including ground transportation
and orientation services, returning to the United States
in December of 2001.
After a one year furlough, Kevin and Diane looked
for another opportunity that used more of their gifts
and talents, and landed in Huancayo, Peru…in the
middle of the Andes Mountains. “Peru is an interesting
climate…tropics, but cool, due to the cold ocean current
and mountains,” said Kevin, further describing the mix
of temperatures, clouds and fog that surrounded their
mountain home at 10,500 feet above sea level. From
January, 2003 to August, 2005, they served as professors, providing pastoral training for pastors and lay
ministers in a college run by Peruvians. While there,
they also worked with the United Methodist K-12 school
started 90 years ago, where Diane introduced music into
their Christian education.

continued on pg.7
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P E O PLE HIGHLIGHTS

Arise Kids are Jammin’ Again!

Altar Beauty

The Arise Kids are back and we are Jammin’!

As an Arise L.I.F.E. Team, we are dedicated to serve
others. Mission projects will be an important part of our
team, with the anticipation of 2-3 projects per year. In
previous years you may have found us ringin’ & singin’
at Medilodge as well as in community ecumenical
services, as well as stacking and packing food at the
Gleaner Food Pantry. Arise Kids are small but mighty!!

Have you noticed the beautiful new scarves that were on
the altar and lectern for Easter? Thanks to Barb Haines
and Beth Plachta, veterans of Threads of Faith, for their
creative talent and handiwork
and to Ethel Ward for donating
the lovely lace cloth shown
above. Barb also made the scarf
with the United Methodist cross
and ﬂame that is usually seen
on Sunday mornings. Evva uses
her time and talent to create
this sacred space on our altar for
both services. She is seen every
Sunday busily setting up the
Evva Funk poses with
altar before ﬁrst service and then
new altar scarves.
re-decorating it again after it is
moved to its second service location. Evva, a talented
gardener, often uses ﬂowers from her garden to enhance
the beauty of this space. In addition, she is now caring
for the youngest Arise children in the nursery, as well as
packing up the altar after worship ends. Evva acknowledges that her Sunday mornings can be a bit hectic at
times. She welcomes help with packing up the altar
cloths and supplies at the end of second service. Please
contact her, if you can help. Thanks, Evva…for all of the
work you do to praise God through our altar ministry!

Please bring the “kids” ready to ring, sing and have lots
of fun while we all “Grow up in God!”

Thanks, Jeff!

Arise Jammin’ Kids is a musically based Arise L.I.F.E.
Team (the smallest in our history) that will teach and
grow “kids” in God. They will learn how to worship,
praise and fellowship with Him and other “kids” all
within a musical context. We will be ringin’ the Krystal
Bells and singin’ lively tunes that will bring tears to your
eyes and warm your heart!
Arise Jammin’ Kids is for kids age 4-4th grade. We will
meet on the 1st & 3rd. Sunday mornings from 9-10:00am
in the Country Elementary Art Room. The “kids” will
have several adult helpers to see that they grow healthy
and strong for the Lord. We welcome anyone who wants
the joy of seeing that our “kids” feel the love of God and
learn how to pass it on while having fun and fellowship moments. Come watch us or be the storyteller that
day if you like. We guarantee your life will be pleasantly
touched by the beautiful Arise little people!

See you at 9:00 am for the next Jammin’ time!
Vicki Dawson, Krystal Bells Ringleader, (810) 231-9226

Chris Kieb Memorial Golf Outing
Save the date of July 22 if you enjoy
playing golf and want to have a fun
afternoon! The 3rd annual Christopher
Kieb Memorial Golf Outing will be
held at Reddeman Farms Golf Club
in Chelsea. The scholarship beneﬁts a
Manchester High School Band member
who is going on to college and will participate in a music
program, but not necessarily as a music major .
Before his death in 2004, our son, Chris, worked with
the marching band after his regular job in the industrial
supply business. The 4th Scholarship was awarded on May
18 and this golf outing is part of what allows us to do this.
The entry includes 18 holes of scrambles golf, lunch,
dinner and prizes. If you would like additional information or an entry form please see us. Thanks!
Mary Ellen and Wayne Kieb
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Special thanks to custodian Jeff Hammon, who
takes such good care
of us during Sunday
worship at Country El.
Great job, Jeff!

Dad’s L.I.F.E. Team…

continued from pg. 1

The combination of faith, learning and action works
well. Steve offers that "members have stated how encouraged they are after attending a Dad's gathering…to gain
other perspectives and to get their spiritual batteries
recharged by the fellowship!" Men interested in joining
the group can call Steve for details at 517-545-9153. All
are welcome!
On this Father's Day we are grateful for the Dad's L.I.F.E.
Team and all dads at Arise. What wonderful examples
you set for the next generation!
Happy Father's Day, and thanks!!
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May 6th Women’s Retreat: A Day of Blessings
What blessings we had on May 6th, as women from Arise and neighboring churches united in the Body of Christ to examine our many
unique gifts and celebrate God’s presence in our lives!
There were two books mentioned at the retreat that are exceptional
opportunities to deepen our faith. Our dear sister Marianne McMunn
discussed the book, “Captivating: Unveiling the Mystery of a Woman’s
Soul,” by Stasi and John Eldredge. I mentioned, “Why Not Women?” by
Loren Cunningham and David Joel Hamilton. Both of these books are
ﬁlled with empowering words of wisdom, for self reﬂection and growth. I
hope they bring us a deeper understanding of our God-given gifts.
In sisterly LOVE, Sherry Graham
TGIF Sisters Team Leader and Retreat Sponsor

Attendees practice signing to the song “Let the
River Flow” for Sunday worship

God’s Gifts and Grace: A Celebration of Women!
These photos capture the faith, fellowship and enthusiasm that was
evident at the Arise Women’s Retreat on May 6th:
As the day unfolded, exercises and sharing took place around
Discovering, Cultivating, Sharing, Acknowledging, Connecting and
Celebrating our Gifts. Thirty-ﬁve women attended the retreat, held at
the home of Cindy and Jim Morphew. Praise God!

Clockwise from L: Janet Woodruff, Vicki Dawson,
Loretta Marrs and Jan Kirby (mother of Vicki
Dawson)

From L: Barb, Cindy and Carolyn Stafford
From L: Cheryl Bollinger
and Deborah Thomas
(daughter of Jane Fuller)

From L: Jen Wagner, Nancy Hillaker and
Betty Korzilius

Arise Bowling League Ends Season
The Arise Bowling League, led by Jim and Cindy
Morphew, ended their 8 month season with a May 7
banquet held at their home. This year’s league had 12
bowling pairs, with 24 bowlers in all. Some partners are
married couples and others are people who just enjoy
getting together to bowl and have a good time. The
banquet celebrated their season and gave out awards for

categories like Most Improved, Perfect Attendance and
Biggest Loser-- apparently, the group’s favorite category.
The league’s season begins again on Sunday, September
10 and meets twice a month at 700 Bowl in South Lyon
from 4:30 -7:00 pm. This is a non-smoking league,
which is a draw to many who enjoy the sport. Call the
Morphews for additional information at (734) 878-1507.
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F O CUS ON PEOPLE
Appreciating Dads

by Jen Wagner, Roving Reporter

What do you LOVE about your Dad?
“Pretty soon my Mom and Dad are going to take me
to Disney World!” (Ben Germain)
“He lets me play video games.” (Jeffrey Hillaker)
“He rides bikes with me.” (C. J. Bollinger)
“He plays with me and lets me do a lot of different
things.” (Faith Hillaker)
“My Dad helps people at the group home and he also
served our country.” (Kimberly Boyne)
“Sometimes my Dad helps me with my homework,
and he’s sweet.” (Elly Sherry)
My Dad helps me do my homework.”
(Sean Graham)
“For my birthday he got tickets for my ﬁrst
Michigan football game.” (Austin Bollinger)
“He loves me.” (Wilson Wagner)
“He plays games with me.” (Myles Wagner)

What makes a Dad?
God took the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of a tree,
The warmth of a summer sun,
The calm of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages,
The power of the eagle’s ﬂight,
The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity,
The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,
He knew His masterpiece was complete,
And so, He called it ... Dad
Author unknown

E. J. Sherry… continued from pg. 1
24 years of adopting their multi-ethnic family from
around the world.
After deciding to adopt, Kim and E.J. waited 1 1/2 years
before a baby boy from Colombia ﬁnally became available. E.J., then working in the auto industry, was laid off
at the time, so the plan was for him to become a stay-athome dad and Kim would work full-time to support the
family. The adoption agency disagreed, but the young
couple were assured they would get the next available
child after E.J. began working again.
After another 1 1/2 years, they again had the chance to
adopt a baby boy from Colombia. After initially sending
money, red tape caused major delays and ﬁnally, frustrated with a lack of progress, E.J. decided to take matters
into his own hands. “I’m going down there myself to bring
Matt home,” he declared. According to Kim, he’d never
been out of the country before and didn’t speak Spanish.
This didn’t seem to bother him. Landing on the airport
runway with machinegun-toting guards didn’t deter him,
either. After arriving at the agency, E.J. thought the baby
he was to bring home had been switched. Kim recalls that
he phoned her, concerned that the healthy-looking 6 week
old infant in their photograph couldn’t possibly be the
baby he was seeing. Emaciated and sick, little Matt, then
known as Fransisco, barely clung to life.
At this point, Kim said, “I told E.J. that I had bonded
with the baby in that photo and that was the baby he
needed to bring home!” After searching through seven
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orphanages, E.J. ﬁnally conﬁrmed that this little baby
was indeed their son. Weighing only 8 lbs. at 6 months of
age, Matt lost another 2 lbs. and was hospitalized before
he began to improve. In the years to follow, Matt, now
24, would see nine more siblings added to his family.
It is easy to see that E.J. is a popular ﬁgure in the Sherry
household. All the youngest kids scramble up on the
couch to sit closest to their dad for a photo opportunity.
“I’m the one who does most of the transporting,” conﬁrms
E.J. “I take the kids to their sporting events; take them to
Cedar Point and that sort of thing. I also take them to
the doctor when they need shots or something. Kim does
the scheduled things and I do the unscheduled ones.”
A corrections ofﬁcer at Camp Brighton, E.J. purposely
works midnight shift, so he can be home when his kids
are around. “I have seniority and could work days, but
I choose to work this schedule for the family,” he says.
Planning to retire in a year, he looks forward to being a
house-dad and maybe work on a golf course. “Somewhere
where I get to golf for free,” he quips. When asked what he
likes best about his family, E.J. doesn’t hesitate to say, “The
adventure of it all-every day is something different.”
To E.J., we want to say a big “thank you,” for showing us
what is important about being a dad!
Next month, we will meet the other Sherry children and get their
perspectives on growing up in such a loving and unique family.
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J U N E 2006 CALENDAR
WEEKLY
EVENTS
Sunday _______________
7:30 a.m.
Move into school

“Praying, therefore, means being constantly ready to let go of your certainty and to move
on further than where you are now.” —Henri J.M. Nouwen, With Open Hands
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

May 28

29
Memorial
Day

30

31

June 1

2

3

TGIF Sisters
10 a.m.

Visioning at
Topp’s
9 a.m.
Pinckney
Art in the Park
(Sat & Sun)

4

5

6

9

10

Holy
Communion
Inside/Outreach
Offering*
Graduate
Reception
PHS
Commencement

Worship Design
6:30 p.m.
Threads of
Faith
at Plachta’s
7 p.m.

Church Council
7 p.m.

11

12

13

17

9:00 a.m.
Spirited Traditional
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Friendship Coffee
10:30 a.m.
Praise Celebration

Monday ______________
11:00 a.m.
Prayer Team
7:00 p.m.
Men’s Huddle

Tuesday ______________
7 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study

Wednesday ___________
6:30 p.m.
Sr. High Youth
7:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study

Thursday _____________
10:00 a.m.
Worship Design

Saturday _____________

18
Father’s
Day

19

July 2006
School of Christian
Mission, “Harvesting
Peace.”—Study Topics:
Peace, Globalization,
India & Pakistan
Sponsored by Detroit
Conference United
Methodist Women

25

26

This event is attended
annually by women and
men who want to grow in
their global understanding
of the Christian mission
today. Choose one of these
Great Schools:
July 22, at Waterford
Central UMC
July 26-28, at Columbiere
Convention Center,
Clarkston
September 22 & 23, Bay
Shore Camp, Sebewaing
Scholarships:
ddmiller@centuryel.net

7

8
VBS meeting
at Miller’s
7 p.m.

14

15

16

Last day of
school for
Pinckney
Schools

Hamburg
Family Fun
Festival
(runs through
Sunday, 6/18)

TGIF Sisters
10 a.m.
Movie in
the Square:
“Wallace &
Gromit”
at dusk

20

21

22

Collate
Newsletter
10 a.m.
VBS meeting at
Miller’s
7 p.m.

Trustees
7 p.m.

Receive new
members
Youth Worship
6 p.m.

8:30 p.m.
Young Adult LIFE Team

Coming Events

PHS
Baccalaureate
7:30 p.m.

27

28
SPRC at the
Ministry Center
6:30 p.m.

23

24

Howell Balloon
Festival
(runs through
Monday,
June 26)

29

30

July 1

Movie in
the Square:
“Hoodwinked”
at dusk

*United Methodist Peace with Justice Sunday

Missionary Journey…

continued from pg. 1

Kevin and Diane are currently on leave from missionary work, and may want to go back
again. “God is calling us to cross-cultural missionary work, which we have imagined as
outside of U.S. borders. Right now we’re taking time to review and rethink what we did in
Peru.” Their leave of absence can last up to three years.
Meanwhile, we appreciate the experience and gifts they bring to Arise. Asked what they
learned in Costa Rica and Peru that relates to the work here, Kevin spoke about the importance of providing relevant ways to present Jesus Christ to all people… “to focus on Jesus and
recognize within ourselves the peripheral things that are not relevant to his message.” He also
commented on the speciﬁc needs of youth, which have changed over the years since he and
Diane were involved in Detroit Conference camps. “We have to be careful not to impose our
opinions…it’s about talking and listening…asking good questions, and listening to what’s
relevant to them.” Clearly, Kevin’s gifts of making worship, music and presentation relevant at
Arise are apparent, as are Diane’s. She recently spoke of her experiences at the Arise Women’s
Retreat on May 6th. Thanks, Kevin and Diane!
Arise – a United Methodist Church • June 2006
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To every person in the home of:

If you wish to be removed from our newsletter mailing list, please return this mailing panel to us. Thank you.

JUNE ANNIVERARIES
2—Bob & Brenda Whalen
16—Peter & Sherry Graham (15 yrs.)
21—Jane & Don Fuller

“Argue your
limitations and surely
they will be yours.”
—Richard Bach

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
5
Tim Richards

12
Brad Topp

14
Allen Hillaker
(16 yrs)

18
Jennifer Wagner

20
Paul Pagano, Jr.
(20 yrs)

24
Kevin McShane
(16 yrs)

28
Sally Guyon

29
Mark Wood

29
Marianne
McMunn

We would like to share your celebrations and apologize if we missed any special dates. To have a
birthday or anniversary included in future newsletters, please give the information, in writing, to
Dorothy Winslow. Thank you!

ARISE NEWSLETTER TEAM
Editorial:
April Flanagan,
Beth Plachta,
Jen Wagner
Layout/Design:
Barbara Wood
Distribution:
Dorothy Winslow
& the Primetimers
Thanks to all who contribute;
please contact us with your feedback
and suggestions!

• We are pleased to announce that Arise Connections is now available online at www.arisechurch.org •

