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his year’s
Stewardship
Campaign was
entitled “Generous
Living through Generous
Giving”. It was the brainchild of Pastor Don who
came up with the idea,
after having just read
Luke 6:38, which states, “Give, and it will be
given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be
poured into your lap. For with the measure
you use, it will be measured to you.” When
the rest of the committee (Bob Zane and I)
heard it, there was no doubt in our minds
that God had chosen it as the perfect theme
for Arise Church this year.
Stewardship is a time when we recognize and
reaffirm that we “own” nothing, but all that
we possess are gifts from the generous hand of
God. While we like the idea that what we have
is ours, the truth of the matter is that we are
stewards, or “managers,” of God’s gifts to us.
Any other view of our material possessions, our
time, and our talents is simply a self deception.
As stewards of God’s stuff, we are graciously
invited by God to become partners with God
in caring for and using God’s gifts to do the
kinds of things that God does with God’s
stuff. We are invited by God to do things with
God’s stuff like feed the hungry, heal the sick,
and share the gospel. Put another way, we
are invited by God to help build his kingdom.
But let’s face facts: There are a lot of folks
running around in churches who don’t see
themselves as stewards and partners with
God. Instead they see themselves more like

donors; it’s as if they see the kingdom of God
as some type of non-profit organization, but
it is not. It is so much more!
Living out our faith is about being a partner
with God and sharing in the ministry of Jesus
Christ in every aspect of our lives, including
our relationships, the use of our time, our
talents, our treasures, in how we respond to
challenges and challenging people, in how
we do our work, and in the way we view the
world where we live out our faith.
Each Sunday during the three week
Stewardship Campaign, Pastor Don picked a
different scripture reference to highlight the
overall theme as well as various video clips of
people who have been called by God to give
well beyond what most of us would consider
the norm.
There are more scriptures about giving than I
could possibly list here, but here is one of my
favorites: 2 Corinthians 9:8 states “And God
is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work.”
On Consecration Sunday which was held
on November 20th, the entire congregation
joined together to share a potluck breakfast
and it was wonderful to see so many families
that are new to Arise taking part in one of our
church traditions. The beautiful decorations
and set up were taken care of by Evva Funk,
Merilee Zane, Brenda Whalen, Norma Topp,
and Tina Cary.
Although we have not completed the tally on
commitments yet, we are confident that the
Lord will continue to lead us and bless us as we
continue to grow His church.

Pa sto r ’s C o l um n

Pastor’s Column

Pastor Don
Weatherup

The telltale signs of Christmas are in
full swing. Christmas commercials
have been running on television
for weeks already. I haven’t seen
the infamous Folgers “home for
Christmas” commercial yet, but
I’m sure it isn’t too far away. The
second that Halloween passes, the
Halloween merchandise is moved out
and the Christmas merchandise hits
the shelves. There are already radio
stations playing Christmas music.

It is this time of year that my personal prayer time begins
to focus on asking God to help me see Christmas in a
way that will bring joy to my heart. I pray that I won’t
get wrapped up in the vast commercialization, but rather
see the overwhelming joy of Emmanuel, God with us.
While I have not read his book yet, I am hearing very
good things about Michael Slaughter’s new book entitled,
“Christmas Is Not Your Birthday: Experience the Joy of
Living and Giving like Jesus.” The title speaks volumes
doesn’t it? From reviews I have read, I’ve learned that
the premise of the book is to help us ponder why we see
Christmas as a time that we get stuff, as if it were our
birthday instead of Jesus. It’s a good question isn’t it?
As each Christmas passes, I find myself focusing less and
less on what I want (the gifts I desire) but rather, far more
on what I can give. I don’t know if my slow transformation is just because I am aging? I’d like to believe it is
because of my growing faith, but that’s probably wishful
thinking. Every time I think I am becoming a stronger
Christian, God seems to find ways to help me see that I
have a LONG way to go.
This Christmas, I am going to try and find ways that
I can give. There are plenty of gifts I can give that are
important, but not anything I will wrap and put under
my tree. I’m thinking more in terms of patience—really
listening to people—not being so rushed in my own mind
as I deal with people day to day. There are plenty of gifts
I can give that, in reality, are much harder to give than
purchasing something at the store.
As 2011 slowly slips into the history books, I’d like to ask
you to please consider joining me in giving another gift,
the gift of hope. During the recently ended stewardship
campaign, we talked a bit about apportionments. This
is a term that describes the money Arise Church gives to
the Detroit Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church, which then gives a portion of it to the denomination’s boards and agencies doing work all over the
PAGE 2

world. These apportionment dollars not only support
greatly needed ministries, but our financial support tells
these ministries that they are important. It gives them
hope. The same way that Arise Church found such great
hope in the annual grant that we received, and continue
to receive, every year.
April Flanagan recently said to me that it would be
more accurate if we could rename apportionments “the
pay it forward fund.” She suggested this knowing that
Arise Church would not have existed had it not been
for the apportionment support of the Detroit Annual
Conference. A huge percentage of Arise Church’s
budget for the first 5 years of our existence was paid
by the conference because other churches paid their
apportionments in full. Had churches not paid their
apportionments, Arise Church would likely not exist. We
would have gone out of business a long time ago. But we
didn’t, because churches believed in what we were doing,
even though they never met us. That, my friends, is hope!
If we have a strong financial finish to the year, we will
be within reach of being able to pay our apportionments
in full. I really hope that we do. Not because paying our
apportionments in full will make me, your pastor, look
good to the District Superintendent and the Bishop. But,
more importantly, I hope we can pay them in full because
it is clearly the right thing to do. To pay it forward.
I do understand that dozens of non-profit organizations
are clamoring for your financial support this time of
year. I know that at Christmastime our personal budgets
are stressed. But perhaps we can look at our situations
in a new light, with fresh new eyes. To ask ourselves the
question, “since Christmas isn’t MY birthday, is there
something I can do without this Christmas that will help
me do something— anything—toward paying our apportionments in full?
After all, Christmas is about hope. Jesus came to bring
us hope.
Blessings!

Pastor Don
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Lay Speakers Continue
to Inspire
In the last issue, four of our lay speakers were profiled
in the newsletter. We were blessed to have two more of
our Arise members share their gifts as lay speakers in
September.

C

heryl Bollinger has taught adult
Sunday School, leads discussion
groups and has worked with the youth
at Arise on and off for many years. She
has two teenage boys, CJ and Austin,
who heard her say she was speaking
at church about something she had a
passion for and they both said, “You’re
going to talk about Facebook?” As
it turned out, she did and her message touched many,
bringing some to tears. Here are some of her thoughts.
“After lots of prayer and preparing to give a message
about sharing my faith, I felt the Holy Spirit speaking
to me in a way that I have never felt before. It was a
powerful statement to me and a life changing experience.
I have a whole new respect for pastors and everything that
goes into a worship service. Prior to Sunday, there were a
few minor glitches with what we had planned for worship.
I felt as if I was watching a battle between good and evil.
There were several people at Arise that really stepped in
and made things happen. Through the process I was a
little concerned, but afterwards, the picture has been made
clear to me that God was doing what God does best—
using the everyday stressful things to change lives. Several
friends told me not to worry, that everyone would say I
did a good job. That was not my concern. My concern was
that I would use the right words so that all of us would feel
the importance of sharing our faith with others and that
everyone would leave with at least one new idea of how
they would share their faith. So now, how are you going to
share yours?”

K

evin Germain is married and has
four active and healthy children.
He and his wife take a lot of teasing
at Arise about the scripture verse,
“be fruitful and multiply,” since their
children are so close in age. Luckily
they both have a great sense of humor
and take it in stride. Kevin owns his
own computer based business in
Brighton, works in the audio and tech booth during
worship and helps trouble shoot computer issues that
come up at Arise. Kevin also built his family’s home in
continued on back cover

Spotlight on Youth
Meet Zeke Sherry, one of our Arise
youth. He is 12 years old and in
seventh grade at Pathfinder School in
Pinckney. Anyone who knows Zeke
knows his love and talent for sports.
He excels at basketball, where he plays
guard and point guard, shooting a lot
of 3 pointers and also football, where
he has been voted Rookie of the Year and Most Valued
Player in the past. He has represented his school in Quiz
Bowl and is a good student. His mother, Kim Sherry,
says that when Zeke gets invited overnight to friends’
houses on Saturday night, he always tells them he will
be leaving at 10 a.m., so he can go to church. He is very
active in Sunday School, Operation Christmas Child,
VBS, helps out with greeting on Sundays and reads scripture during the service sometimes on Family Sundays.
Zeke is looking forward to helping his family ring the
Salvation Army bell at Kroger’s in Lakeland this season.
Say “hi” to Zeke when you see him and tell him we’re
glad he’s part of our Arise family!

December Inside
Outreach Collection
by Laurel Hubbard
The December Inside Outreach collection
will be for The Arise Family Relief Fund.
Unlike most of the other Inside
Outreach collections, The Arise Family
Relief Fund stays here at Arise. It is
available to Arise members/attendees
and also to members of the community
who need emergency financial assistance. Recipients often need money to
avoid utility shutoff, pay rent/mortgage, purchase food
or formula, or purchase medicine. Recipients are asked
to try to pay back funds received over a specified amount
when and if they are able.
Please give generously on December 4th. The fund is
only replenished once a year during this collection.
Please remember, the money is there to use and has been
used by Arise members. There is no shame in using the
money. If you find yourself needing help, please contact
Pastor Don.
Thank you,
The Missions Committee
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Chur c h life

The Housekeeper, The Gardener, and
The Handyman
W
by Jeff Vaden

e have each been blessed with a beautiful new
church home built on a piece of property that
many others can only dream about. It’s taken several
years of financial discipline, countless hours of sweat
equity, potlucks, a miracle or two and…here we are.
Not unlike any other new home owner, there is a period
of time when you just want to sit back, reflect on your
accomplishment, and enjoy the view of your own back
yard and think, “Ahh, life is good."

Then… you notice the grass looks a little long and you
realize you never had a need for a lawn mower at the
apartment before and now, come to think of it, it sure
would be a lot easier to plant all those new flowers the
spouse just bought for the front yard if you actually owned
a shovel. You jot these apparent oversights down on a
shopping list for your (first, but by no means, last) trip to
the home store. Before you can finish pondering that new
4 wheel drive, 35 horse powered mowing marvel with the
6 foot cutting deck, removable rotor tiller and optional
backhoe attachment that will soon be in your garage, you
find yourself adding a sprinkler, garden hoses, fertilizer,
weed killer, weed whacker, broom, rake (a side note to
check out leaf blowers), wheel barrel, gas can, and on and
on. As you turn your list over, needing more writing space,
you scribe with a now shaking hand, “storage shed.” Just
like that, the new home honeymoon is over and it’s down
to the hard work of being a home owner. You wonder
where you will get the money and how you will find the
time to take care of your new home.

Carolyn Stafford). As you can
imagine, that’s nowhere near
enough folks to cover the day
to day (and night) emergencies,
on-going maintenance and new
projects. So to keep things running
smoothly, we rely heavily on the
other “members of the household”… you. Whether you volunteer
for our annual Trustee Work Day,
or are a member of one of our
many committees, everyone brings those talents God
has given them. Some swing hammers or plant flowers,
others provide food or moral support, while still others
provide funding. Regardless of what talents you feel you
do or do not have, each of us plays a vital role in being a
responsible new “home” owner. So next time you notice
that a light lights or a switch switches, or the snow has
been cleared from the sidewalk, remember that someone
sitting around you in next Sunday’s service helped make
it happen. And if it’s been awhile, ask yourself when the
last time that someone was you. Please help be the next
miracle. Thank you!

As we celebrate our first year of being in our new space,
you may be asking yourself, “Who is taking care of our
new church home?” or the parsonage, or the pole barn,
or the grounds, for that matter. “Officially,” this responsibility falls to the Board of Trustees. They are like the
Board of Directors for the business side of the church.
Planning new projects, dealing with contractors, insurance agents, and ensuring we pay the bills; all of which
helps to keep the “business” of Arise humming. The dayto-day responsibilities, however, deal more with making
sure lights light, switches switch, Mrs. Jones isn’t too hot
and Mr. Smith isn’t too cold. In short, making sure Arise
is always open for business.
The Board of Trustees is only made up of five members
(Jeff Vaden, Tim Richards, Jack Dunlap, Bob Zane and
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Receiving and Sharing
Our Blessings

W

hen you receive this newsletter we will be well on our
way into the last two months of the
year and, oh, the vast numbers of
things we still have to complete.
Do you notice how the busy-ness of
everyday life overwhelms the number
of times we take to listen to His Word,
to do His work? My job description,
as your Finance Chair, is to make
sure that we account for all monies, in and out, and work
to maintain a realistic budget. Here I am, Lord, doing what
the job description calls for, yet feeling there should be
more. It is easy explaining why we need to pay for salaries,
utilities, church programs, etc. These are concrete things we
all touch, feel and deal with on a daily basis.
But God’s work deals with so many intangible things.
How do we quantify the vast numbers of people that
depend on our generosity? Who knows the sacrifices that
others have made so that Arise may exist? What words
can explain the joy that we feel when we know we have
done the Lord’s will?
As we discussed on a Sunday morning a few weeks ago
and, as reflected in the weekly bulletin, our budget shows
some signs of strain. The General Fund continues to run
in the red, primarily due to the fact that we still owe
over $13,000 to the District for our Apportionments. For
the past 15 years we have been the recipient of $10,000
annually ($7,000 this year) from the District—monies that
come from other church’s Apportionments. This is only
one small piece of what Apportionment money does, but
Arise would not exist without it. So many others depend
on our fulfilling our obligation that I know He will help us
to find a way to do His work. The Capital Fund has some
money in reserve that should help us bridge the gap until
next year. In the interim, we are looking into refinancing
the loan to make it more manageable.

Adopt a Book
by Greg Stafford
Free to a good home…
Four books of extraordinary
Christian value that have great
ministry ideas.
1. The Clown Ministry Handbook
by Janet Litherland
2. Clown Ministry by Floyd
Shaffer & Penne Sewall
3. Send in His Clowns [a workshop
manual for training clown
ministers] by Stephen Perrone
& James P. Spata

Greg Stafford

4. Mime Ministry by Susie Kelly
Toomey
All good books, house broken,
ready with hours of entertainment
and inventive ministry ideas, but
they are still having trouble with
Carolyn Stafford
the whole fetch the paper thing. If
you think you have what it takes to make these books
feel useful again, please call 1.517.540.1429 and talk to
Carolyn Stafford, the person in charge of finding loving
homes for orphaned and extraordinary books.
Thank you.

God has given us the miracle of our new church, He is
blessing us with growth in attendance and membership
and, over time, these gifts will provide us with the resources
to further His ministry here in Pinckney and beyond.
My wish for the Arise family in the New Year is for
health, happiness and a deepening commitment to our
God—oh yeah, and a balanced budget.
Your fellow traveler on the road to Jesus,
Bob Zane
Arise – a United Methodist Church • Fall 2011
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Arise Contributes to
Local C.R.O.P. Walk

E

A

rise lost some very special friends in recent
months. They are fondly remembered and
greatly missed by their families and friends.
Janet Woodruff resided in
Brighton, and attended both Arise
and Brighton First UMC. Janet
was a very active member of the
Threads of Faith L.I.F.E. Team,
knitting many prayer shawls and
lending her quilting expertise to
the team’s projects.
Katherine Mattison, the mother of
Peggy Dunlap, lived in New York
state, but also spent time here for
part of the year with her family.
She was a faithful attendee of
Arise. Katherine was a lovely lady
who lived to be 96 years old and
will be remembered at Arise for her special smile
and gentle spirit.

nding hunger one step
at a time is the mission
of the C.R.O.P Hunger Walk
held in communities around
the country every fall. On
September 25, Arise walkers
were part of the 84 people who turned out to participate
in this event. These Arise volunteers, plus their donors,
raised over $1,000 of the estimated $7,000 total proceeds
in the Pinckney C.R.O.P. Walk this year. Thanks to Rob
Wagner for taking
leadership on the
annual walks for
so long, to Kathy
Fick who helped
him this year and
to everyone who
participated in
any way.

Jewell Smith, a former member
of Arise, will be remembered for
her Spiritual Gifts class taught in
conjunction with the new member
class. Jewell was on the prayer
team and had a special gift of
praying for others. She was also a
talented businesswoman. Jewell
and her husband Paul joined us to celebrate our new
church dedication last year.
Sarah Duke, who lived to be 90,
is the mother of Cindy Morphew
and was a member of Arise.
She lived with Cindy’s family in
Pinckney until ill health necessitated her living out of the area.
Sara, with her southern accent
and lively personality, liked to talk about going to
church in the old days.
God bless these wonderful Christian ladies who
demonstrated so much love and faith throughout
their lives and were a blessing to so many.
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Operation Christmas
Child a Huge Success!

Cards Help the People
of Sudan

by Kim Sherry

yzelle Barabas
shared during
worship recently that
she was prompted by
the Holy Spirit to do
something special.
She related that she
heard Steve Cary talk
about taking seed
money and growing
it for the Lord’s
Rob Dunn and Lyzelle Barabas
purposes during one
of his talks for the Arise “Generous Giving for Generous
Living” stewardship program.

I

am sending prayers of thanksgiving
for the wonderful businesses who
contributed money or toys for our
shoe boxes. We were able to make
at least 140 shoeboxes, and fill them
to the very top. We packed fantastic
toys and games and hygiene items
to be sent to children who would not
have gotten anything for Christmas.
This was all my kids talked about on
the way home and across the breakfast table the next
morning. All of them were so proud of the boxes they
made. They talked about how “their boy or girl” would
get the box they had made for them with the singing
bear or the race car and the candy and how happy it
would make them.
My daughter, Anjalie, packed a
box for a little girl her age and
chose everything purple to go
in it...purple jump rope, purple
ball, purple stuffed dog, purple
markers and a purple necklace,
purple note pad and a purple
paddle ball! She was so excited
for the child who is going to
get “her box.” This was such a
wonderful thing to be a part of...
and it put the focus of Christmas
back where it should be...finding
joy in doing something for others
Angalie Sherry
that reflects Jesus’ love for them
and lets them know that people who don’t even know
them care about them, too.
I am thanking Jesus for the opportunity he gave our
family and church to be a part of Operation Christmas
Child. Our goal
is to send even
more boxes next
year....so everybody please find
a spot for a box
in your house
that you can
add things to all
year when you

L

The Lost Boys of Sudan is a concern close to her heart.
This group consists of over 20,000 boys who were
displaced and/or orphaned during the Second Sudanese
Civil War from 1983 – 2005. In 2001, about 3800 Lost
Boys were resettled in the United States. A variety of
programs have been started to assist them, in areas of
education, medical assistance, and reconnecting with
families in South Sudan, as well as relief organizations to
assist those still living in Southern Sudan.
Friends and family have helped to create some lovely
autumn themed cards that are in the foyer on a card
rack with “I am thankful for you” on the front. You are
invited to select one or more and send them to people
of your choosing. The cards state that “God has a
purpose for your life.” and include a verse from Isaiah
40:26. They also state that by sharing the card with the
recipient, a donation was made to the Southern Sudan
Healthcare Organization at www.sshco.org. Their website
explains that this relief organization was started by two
of the Lost Boys who live in the U.S., one of whom was
taken in by Lyzelle’s extended family in 2001; he graduated from Spring Arbor University and then completed
the Master’s program in Public Health and MSU.
Lyzelle shared with the congregation that part of her
purpose was to bring people closer
together with this project. She is
joined at Arise by her fiancée,
Rob Dunn.
Contact Lyzelle for more
information:
lyzelle@hotmail.comor
(734) 308-5588.

continued on back cover

Arise – a United Methodist Church • Fall 2011

PAGE 7

Arise Ministry Center
11211 Dexter-Pinckney Rd.
Pinckney, MI 48169
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

To every person in the home of:

If you wish to be removed from our newsletter mailing list, please return this mailing panel to us. Thank you.

Operation Christmas…

continued from pg. 7

see them on sale. If we all do this, we will have a fantastic start for our Operation
Christmas Child 2012.
A special thank you goes to the area businesses that supported our efforts. Arise
has sent thank you notes, but if anyone would like to send a personal thank you,
that would be wonderful. They are: Zukey Lake Tavern, McDonalds on Lee Rd,
McDonalds in Whitmore Lake, Barnes and Noble on Lee Rd, Ed Bocks, Busch’s,
Pinckney Chrysler, and Dollar Treasure in Lakeland.
Editor's note: Thanks to Kathy Fick and the whole Missions Team for planning this event.
Lay Speakers…

continued from pg. 3

Pinckney. When asked for his thoughts about speaking as a lay speaker, Kevin
says, “I’m a husband, a father of four and a self-employed businessman. My sermon
was entitled a “Leap of Faith.” I have been self employed for over 13 years and use
that experience to help describe the day to day stresses of being a father and provider
for over eight families in my company. Trusting in God to guide me throughout my
life, I gave examples of how God has guided me through difficult times and how
God is always there to help us—we just need to act. My inspiration for the sermon
came from my wife Carrie, who always believed I had a great message to share. I feel
blessed and overjoyed with the Arise church family and love mingling with everyone
in the church.”
If you missed Cheryl or Kevin’s messages or any of Pastor Don’s sermons, you can
hear them at www.arisechurch.org. Click on sermons and enjoy.
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