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When Children Go Off to School 


Heavenly Father, You have blessed our home with the presence of children. We have been delighted and happy by the growth and development of their spiritual life and personalities. Our hearts have been inspired by the innocence of childhood and the adventure of youth. 


As these children go away to school, we pray that your guiding love may accompany them. Guard and keep them from the fears of the day, the terrors of evil. Make strong their love for you and respect for all people. Bless the teachers who seek to help them in their academic development and Christian character. Inspire them with wisdom. 


We pray for the grace to accept this transition from home to school as a part of your great plan in the growth and development of their young life. Free us from any temptation to over possessiveness. Grant that we may not hinder the life of our students with too much advice or crippling sensitiveness. May we allow freedom for the development of their initiative. Help us to live our lives in a way that may be an invitation to all youth to find the secret of Thy presence. 


Bless our children with health. Grant them diligence in the pursuit of knowledge. We pray that they learn the unselfish art of friendship and good choices. In your name we pray. Amen  by: Rev William Henry - used by permission:  © Copyright: Bible-Printables.com 











What is Labor Day? 


Labor Day celebrates American workers and how hard work has helped this country to do well and prosper.  It is often the last day that kids have off in the summer. Many people treat the day like the last day of summer. They go swimming, to the beach, have barbecues, or take weekend trips. A lot people host or go to a party or picnic on or around the Labor Day weekend. This weekend also is around the start of football season in America.  There are also some parades and speeches given by labor leaders and politicians. ��No one is quite sure who first came up with the idea of a Labor Day holiday in the United States. Some people say it was Peter J. McGuire, a cabinet maker, who proposed the day in May of 1882. Other people claim that Matthew Maguire from the Central Labor Union was the first to propose the holiday. Either way, the first Labor Day was held on September 5, 1882 in New York City. It wasn't a government holiday at the time, but was held by the labor unions. ��Before the day became a national federal holiday it was adopted by a number of states. The first state to officially adopt the holiday was Oregon in 1887. ��In 1894 there was a labor strike called the Pullman Strike. During this strike union workers in Illinois who worked for the railroads went on strike, shutting down much of the transportation in Chicago. The government brought army troops in to restore order. Unfortunately, there was violence and some workers were killed in the conflict. Not long after the strike ended, President Grover Cleveland tried to heal relations with labor groups. One thing he did was to quickly have Labor Day established as a national and federal holiday. As a result, on June 28, 1894 Labor Day became an official national holiday. 











