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Are you Growing in God’s Love?

In our January issue, we discussed what it means to be a Christian and accepting Jesus in our hearts. We were also encouraged to set a goal of reading the entire bible for the New Year. This issue is dedicated to spring revival. We just celebrated the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter and we’re currently blessed with all this rain to help grow our plants, fill our streams and lakes for drinking water. Spring is about regrowth, and new growth. It’s a time to look at ourselves to discover ways we can grow as well. And since Jesus tells us to follow in His ways, spring is a good time to remember to assess our growth in God. 
Take a look at Luke 2: 41-52 
52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. (NIV)
Jesus was growing in God. Even at the age of 12, He was beyond His years. They were all amazed and marveled at Jesus' understanding of the things of God. By His reply in V: 49, He already knew who His Father was, though Mary & Joseph did not understand what He meant about being in His Father's House and tending to His Father's business. We too need to be attending to our Father God's business in order to really grow into Jesus' likeness. As we keep in God's word and prayer, going to church & Sunday school, we grow in God. We have a daily relationship with God, just like we do with our Parents, sisters/brothers, or friends. We cannot get to know family or friends if we don't spend time with them - listening to them. It is the same with God. We need to spend time with Him to get to know Him – and by getting to know God, we grow closer to Him and grow as a Christian.

So, why not today, spend time with your best friend – Jesus!
Also, take a look at Psalm 92: 12-14 
12The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; 13planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. 14They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, (NIV)
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Fruit of the Spirt

http://azcoloring.com/coloring-page/223042?album=fruit-of-the-spirit-coloring-pages
 Galatians 5:22-25 (NIV) 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
Just for Fun!

Can February March?

No — but April May!

What spring flowers can be found on people’s faces?
Two lips (tulips).

Why is spring a great season to start a gardening business?

Because it’s the season when you can really “rake” in the cash!

What did the big flower say to the little one?

“You’re really growing, bud!”

How is the letter A like a spring flower?

Both of them are followed by bees (B’s)!

Why is everyone so tired on April 1?
Because they've just finished a long, 31 day March!

When do people start using their trampoline?
   Spring-Time

What runs around the cow pasture but never moves?

The fence

Where can you find an ocean with no water?

On a map

What kind of jokes do vegetables like best?

Corny ones, of course!
A Simple Prayer for Everyone
I pray you'll help me grow each day
In your likeness more and more,
For when I spend more time with you,
I'll become like you, my Lord.
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Parenting/Marriage Support Group:

Please consider attending a small group of Arise parents and couples to discuss the natural occurrences in raising a family in the Christian faith. We meet monthly, for a potluck meal, at alternating homes, the kids play, and the parents discuss whatever is on their hearts. We need strength in the Lord and in each other for support, guidance, and love. We would love to meet new people; all are welcome!

Contact Carrie Germain at carrie@germain.us for the next meeting, location, and further details if you’re interested. 
Crossword puzzle: http://www.dltk-bible.com/t.asp?t=http://www.dltk-bible.com/crosswords/b-crossword-withwords-fruit.gif
Maze: http://www.dltk-bible.com/t.asp?t=http://www.dltk-bible.com/mazes/c-maze-fruitg.gif
Note - If you know of someone who would like to be added to our mailing list please contact our administrative assistant, Steve Cary, at Arise Church (734) 878-1928. Or, if you prefer to be taken off this mailing, please contact Steve.
